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Editorial…                                                   �


                                                                                               


In � HYPERLINK "http://www.merinews.com/topic/education-in-india.shtml" �educational� institutions, students are taught to read books and to acquire knowledge especially from the works of great authors. But mere reading of books is not adequate to have quality education. So students need to be taught and trained how to write and express their own ideas, thoughts and opinions with clarity, precision and cohesion. With this aim in view, � HYPERLINK "http://www.merinews.com/topic/education-in-india.shtml" �our college ‘e magazine�’ is being published on a regular basis in every month to help develop the budding technocrats. In this 12th issue, we have plant a sincere attempt to have variety in terms of including articles from different fields like ragging, animals, unbelievable pieces of information, social networking sites, bird flu, 2G & 3G and health tips for winter season.


   


As the New Year has already blossomed, we, the members of the ‘e magazine team’ sincerely hope and wish it brightens your days with the whole lot you have wished for.                                                                                                       





  Prof. Shishir Barik


                                                                                                      Department of English
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Asutosh Khadanga, 1st year (Mech)


Ragging is a practice in educational institutions in India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka that involves existing students baiting or bullying new students. It is similar to the American phenomenon of hazing. It often takes a malignant form wherein the newcomers may be subjected to psychological or physical torture. Currently, Sri Lanka is said to be the worst affected country in the world. 


Ragging was originally adopted from western society as was popular in English schools. The English had a custom of canning and insulting in public, the freshers before he/she could be friends with the seniors, who judged him/her according to his/her behavior and compliance with the seniors. The freshers were also liable to clean the rooms, arrange shelves and also perform other tasks which the senior thinks are a waste of time but essential still. The idea was to teach the social hierarchy in early career, and also learn other important values in life. This was adopted in India by the students at higher education institutes in British raj, when they were controlled by the English. Many colleges such as AIIMS, Christian Medical College had a rich history of ragging, with most of the alumni regarding the time of ragging as the best of their life. Most are fast friends with the people who ragged them. But with time the concept of ragging has been lost and students indulge in violent and degrading form of it.


Ragging Deaths


2010


Nagedra AV, 25, was found dead in Chandigarh's prestigious Post Graduate Institute of Medical Education and Research on 19 April. The doctor had joined this post-graduate institution just two months ago. The police said he jumped to death from the hostel building, his father said he had been pushed. His father said a day ago he had said he was finding it difficult to continue there due to ragging. 


Sinmoi Debroy, 21, was found hanging from the ceiling fan, dead, in his hostel room in Chennai on 4 April. It was a private hostel shared by students of various colleges. Most of the 42 SMSes in the Assamese engineering student's mobile phone were threats and abuses from seniors, who also demanded money. 








Ajub Ajith, 19, hanged himself to death from the ceiling fan in his house in Thiruvananathapuram on 31 March. He was a student of at the. He had told his mother that he was being ragged badly, but prevented her from complaining to the principal as, he said, that would make matters worse for him. 


Satwinder Kumar, 28, ended his life on 3 March. He was a student of the Advanced Training Institute, Mumbai. In his suicide note he named seven seniors who had ragged him so much that he left for home for Kurukshetra rather than take mid-term exams. Before he could reach home, he committed suicide by throwing himself before a goods train in Rajasthan's Jhalawar district. 


Premlatha, 22, committed suicide by consuming sulphuric acid in the chemistry lab of the B S Abdur Rahman Crescent Engineering College on 5 February. Her brother singled out one senior, Yogesh, 22, a fourth year student, as the person ragging her the most. 


Gaurav Sadanand Raut, 22, strangulated to death on 9 February in his hostel room in Nashik's Maratha Vidya Prasarak Samaj Medical College. His father named his roommates Mandhar Monde and Anil Kavade as the accused responsible for the crime.. Although the police detained four students, the local NCP MLA, Vasant Pawar, also the General Secretary of the college body denied that the student had been ragged.


This is small information, but the list is Endless....... Can we stop and think for a minute? Is ragging really important?
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                                                                                                                                           Mimmy Ukil, 3rd Year (EEE)


There are many amazing facts about animals. Most of these facts would sound bizarre and weird and are often sources of amusement. They are apt to cause wonderment in the mind of intrinsically curiously individuals. Some of these interesting facts about animals are given below. 


This is an amazing animal fact about elephants. Unlike other mammals elephants cannot jump. The number of bones in elephant’s leg and feet are same as those of other mammals. But elephants cannot jump because the bones in an elephants feet lack flexibility. They are so closely packed and hence it is difficult to get the spring mechanism essential for jumping.











Here is another bizarre animal fact. Snails are heavy sleepers. They hibernate also. They are possibly among the longest sleepers. It is said that some types of snails can sleep up to 3 to 4 years at a go! Even the common types of snails can sleep up to a week.


We humans and most animals enjoy taste with our tongues. But butterflies enjoy taste with their feet. Butterflies are six-legged insects and their sense of taste is in the feet.


It is an interesting animal fact that crocodiles cannot make loud cries because their tongue is attached to the bottom of their mouths. As the tongue is attached to the bottom of the mouth, crocodiles cannot push out the tongue and produce shrill noise.


This is an interesting fact about snakes. The longest fang among all snakes on earth is the fang of the Gabon Viper of Africa. Its fang is 2 inches long. The snake folds back its fang against the roof of its mouth.


The Vampire Bat is unlike other bats. It can jump, walk and run. It is vampire in the real sense because it feeds on the blood of living animals.


This is a tall and long animal fact. A giraffe is the tallest animal with a height of approximately 18 feet. Its tongue also is very long. A giraffe’s tongue is around 22 inch long. The giraffe can clean its ear with its tongue!


Here is an interesting fact about birds, the flying animals. The American Woodcock is possibly the slowest flying bird. Its average speed is just 4.5 meters per hour.


This is an amazing fact about the lifespan of animals. Bowhead Whales are the mammals with the longest life span on earth. Bowhead Whales can live up to 210 to 220 years.


An amazing fact is that while sleeping, dolphins keep their one eye open and the other shut.


An ostrich has big eyes. It has a small brain cavity and hence its brain is small. In fact an ostrich’s eye is as big as its brain. It is for a large field of vision to see dangers well that ostriches have big eyes.


Gento Penguins are flightless birds. Though they do not fly, they are god swimmers. They can swim up to a speed of 18 miles per hour. Gento Penguins are the fastest swimming birds in the world.





It is an interesting fact that most birds are blind to some colors. It is said that owls are the only birds which are able to see the color blue.
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Shailendra Gupta, 3rd Year (CSE)





Here are 30 good ones to start you off…��1. If you are struck by lightning, your skin will be heated to 28,000 degrees Centigrade, hotter than the surface of the Sun.��2. If you trace your family tree back 25 generations, you will have 33,554,432 direct ancestors – assuming no incest was involved.��3. The average distance between the stars in the sky is 20 million miles.��4. It would take a modern spaceship 70,000 years to get to the nearest star to earth.��5. An asteroid wiped out every single dinosaur in the world, but not a single species of toad or salamander was affected. No one knows why, nor why the crocodiles and tortoises survived.�


6. If you dug a well to the centre of the Earth, and dropped a brick in it, it would take 45 minutes to get to the bottom – 4,000 miles down.��7. Your body sheds 10 billion flakes of skin every day.��8. The Earth weighs 6,500 million million million tons.��9. Honey is the only food consumed by a human that doesn’t go off.��10. The Hawaiian alphabet has only 12 letters.��11. A donkey can sink into quicksand but a mule can’t.��12. Every time you sneeze your heart stops a second.��13. There are 22 miles more canals in Birmingham UK than in Venice.��14. Potato crisps were invented by a Mr Crumm.��15. Facetious and abstemious contain all the vowels in their correct order.�


16. Eskimoes have hundreds of words for snow but none for hello.��17. The word “set” has the most definitions in the English language.��18. The only 15 letter word that can be spelled without repeating its letters is uncopyrightable.





19. Windmills always turn counter-clockwise. 








20. The “Sixth Sick Sheik’s Sixth Sheep’s Sick” is the hardest tongue-twister.





21. The longest English word without a vowel is ‘twyndyllyngs’ which means "twins".��22. 1 x 8 + 1 = 9; 12 x 8 + 2 = 98; 123 x 8 + 3 = 987; 1234 x 8 + 4 = 9876; 12345 x 8 + 5 = 98765; 123456 x 8 + 6 = 987654; 1234567 x 8 + 7 = 9876543; 12345678 x 8 + 8 = 98765432; 123456789 x 8 + 9 = 987654321


�23. The word "dreamt" is the only common word in the English language that ends in "mt".��24. Albert Einstein never wore any socks.��25. The average human will eat 8 spiders while asleep in their lifetime.��26. In space, astronauts cannot cry because there is no gravity.��27. Hummingbirds are the only creatures that can fly backwards.��28. An ostrich’s eye is bigger than its brain.��29. Cockroaches can live 9 days without their heads before they starve to death.��30. A flamingo can eat only when its head is upside down.��                                                                                                                    
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Archana Mahto, 2nd year (IT) 


Social-networking sites have taken the world by a storm leading to nothing less than a revolution. A lot of concerns have been voiced about social networking sites taking over in our lives. However, one major issue that has been overlooked is the changing mind-set of the youth due to the social networking sites.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.youthkiawaaz.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/facebooking.jpg" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.youthkiawaaz.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/facebooking-300x160.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





The adolescence years shape our outlook, our personality and mould us into what we are. So when we grow up in a world where our popularity is directly proportional to the number of “likes” and the “haaawt” comments we get on our photoshop-enhanced profile picture and live with people constantly competing for the coveted title of the king/queen of the virtual world, it is bound to have a profound impact of the psyche of an entire generation. The focus and time we spend on creating our brand on these social networking sites is a standing testimony to the awakening of the narcissist in us.


At any hangout or get-together more time is spent on clicking snaps and updating the virtual world on what’s going on, rather than enjoying the event. The photos are uploaded within an hour, and then begin the flood of “Likes” and comments. The social networking sites and the culture they have created is thus a breeding ground for a vain, self-obsessed younger generation. We forget that we chose the people we want to interact with on these sites. So the validity of the opinions on these sites need to be reconsidered before we get cozy in a shell of false sense of unwanted self-importance, but this is conveniently forgotten by most of us.


On the other hand the time, energy and clicks you spend on getting that perfect picture – all goes away to the drain when your friend’s picture gets more attention. On one hand when vanity is on rise, some tend to lose their self-esteem owing to the lack of online popularity. Since when have we become so petty that our virtual world takes over our real life? Are we that silly to let these things affect us?


Another aspect is the loss of private space. For today’s generation, things that were considered personal a generation before, are all public. Status updates, wall post and tweets yell about every move we make, every step we take and every relation we make or break. We are ourselves violating the sanctity of our personal space in an attempt to keep up with the current fad of publicizing intimate details of our lives for a few minutes of attention among a few hundred people in the virtual world. How healthy a trend is this – is something to ponder over.


This is not a dreary, condescending, ‘wake up call’ by some old fashioned, boring person of the last generation; this is just an account of a teen watching the world around me possessed by the spirit of social networking. This is just my take on the renaissance these sites have brought in the culture and outlook of my generation.


Years later, looking back at our teen years, do we want to remember spending time bothering about an elusive world where we are judged on how we ‘portray’ ourselves to be? Do we want see ourselves as a vain, self-absorbed people fussing about the pettiest of things, totally nonchalant to the bigger and more important issues of the world? Do we want to be uninformed teens, ignorant about the world and doing nothing constructive? I am sure deep inside each one of us would rather see ourselves doing something productive towards our career, the society, and the world for a better tomorrow. The social networking sites and social media has revolutionized the world, bringing us closer than ever before, making life easier than it ever was. We can exploit this and use it for a better life, a better tomorrow. It should be used to connect, stay in touch easily, share views and not waste time on.                     
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Arya Deo Mehta, 1st Year (ECE)


How to Avoid the Bird Flu Virus


The best way to survive bird flu pandemic is to avoid being infected with the bird flu virus. Below are some tips on how to do this:


Bird Flu Prevention while Traveling


Keep away from persons who are coughing and sneezing; avoid shaking hands and kissing; don't stand close to people when talking.


Don’t attend mass gatherings such as movies and concerts, and avoid crowded venues such as shopping malls, buses, trains, planes, elevators, supermarkets, schools, banks, the post office, and the doctor's office.


If you must travel in crowded situations, wear a � HYPERLINK "http://www.survive-bird-flu.com/bird-flu-masks.html" �bird flu mask� or � HYPERLINK "http://www.survive-bird-flu.com/bird-flu-respirators.html" �bird flu respirator�, for protection against any airborne bird flu virus released when people cough, sneeze and talk.


Bird Flu Prevention at Work


Arrange with your employer to work from home, if your work situation permits. If you must go to work, bring your own coffee cup, use a disposable towel to open the toilet door and to turn on water to wash your hands. Wear � HYPERLINK "http://www.survive-bird-flu.com/bird-flu-gloves.html" �bird flu gloves� when using shared equipment.


Encourage your employer to assemble a � HYPERLINK "http://www.survive-bird-flu.com/bird-flu-survival-kit.html" �bird flu survival kit� for the workers and wear a bird flu mask or respirator if you or your co-workers are coughing and sneezing.


Bird Flu Prevention While Shopping


Avoid eating in restaurants and do not buy takeaway foods. When shopping, be sure to wear a bird flu mask or respirator, to avoid any airborne bird flu virus.


Wear disposable gloves when handling equipment that other people use, such as shopping trolleys and credit card/debit card devices. These will be sure carriers of the bird flu virus during a pandemic.


Do not share drink containers, plates or cutlery. If food is shared, divide the food into separate containers.


An excellent way to prevent infection with the bird flu virus is to use disposable towels to open all doors, especially to and from toilets.
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Raina, 1st Year (IT)


2G Technology


�* It is GSM (Global System for Mobile Communication) based technology.�* First step towards the digital wireless communication over existing analog mobile communication.�* Introduced in 1991.�* SIM (Subscriber Identity Module) is introduced in this technology.�* TDMA (Time Division ultiple Access) and FDMA (Frequency Division Multiple Access) are used allow multiple subscribers to make calls simultaneously.�* Bands are used to distribute frequencies like GSM 900 and GSM 1800 (DCS).�* Accordingly bandwidth is allotted.





3G Technology�* Compatible with the IMT (International Mobile Telecommunications-2000) specifications for multimedia supporting.�* Provide support for applications like video calls, high speed internet, multimedia applications, video streaming, video conferencing, and location based services�* These all applications can be used in phones itself.�* Use WCDMA multiplexing to encourage the proper distribution of bandwidths to subscribers�


Difference in terms of speed: �GSM(2G) data rate is 200 - 300 Kbps�3G data rate is more than 2Mbps (Much faster)�Difference in terms of telecommunication services:�GSM(2G) can provide voice communication and Video communication using GPRS.�


3G can provide High speed video communication, High speed Internet, Video streaming, Video Conferencing etc.Internet and GPRS are just services provided by both technologies only difference is 3G provides in a faster and more secure way.3G is far more secure than 2G.
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Dillip Ku Nayak, 1st Year (MCA)


In cold weather, you require more calories and spices such as ginger, garlic, and cayenne to heat your body. 


Most of the body heat is lost through the head so wear a hat, preferably that covers ears. 


The winter proves to be particularly rude towards the skin. Ensure that you moisturize your skin adequately everyday, before stepping out into the cold. 


Wear sun block to protect yourself from the sun, the UV rays of the sun rays are harmful even in the winter season. 


Wash your hands regularly to protect yourself and your family from possible flu viruses that can cause mess in the winter season. 


Use a humidifier. It helps in controlling the level of humidity indoors. This will help reduce a feeling of dryness during the winter. 


The juices of the herbs like holy basil, and cassia applied topically to the skin are an effective protection against the rude and dry winter.                                          
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